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Slammin’ on the spring “brakes” 


A study finds an 
increase in traffic 
fatalities during 
spring break. 


By MADISON Moore. 
Contributing Writer 


A new study found that car crash fatali- 
ties spike by nearly 10 percent national- 
ly during spring break. 

The study, published in Economic In- 
quiry in March, analyzed 14 spring 


Spring break 


doesnt have to be all about 
binge drinking and passing 
out. Why not let the warm sun 
of a small Mexican beach town 
melt away the midterm stress? 
I recently took a_ girls-trip 
down to a remote beach. We 
bonded and detoxed as I ex- 
plored and documented my 
travels. I found that the beauty 
of traditional Mexican beaches 
is not just about the location, 
but also about the natives who 
welcome you. 

So grab your sunblock and 
a couple of friends for a sev- 
en-hour trip south of the bor- 
der to Puerto Pefiasco at the 
edge of the Sonora desert. The 
coastal city offers a conglomer- 
ation of beachfront resorts that 
host a variety of tourist attrac- 
tions like casinos, bars and gulf 
clubs. 
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break hotspots across seven states, 
including California arid Arizona, 
according to researcher Michael T. 


_ French, a health economist and profes- 


sor at University of Miami. 


-“There’s been a lot of research done with 


excessive drinking and risky sexual ac- 
tivity, so we've been doing a lot of traffic 
safety research to see if there’s been a big 
spike of fatalities during spring break? 
French said. 

French, along with Florida Atlantic 
University Assistant professor Gulcin 
Gumus, said they definitely found a 
spike. From the last week of February to 
the first week of April, the most popular 
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The coastal city offers 
a conglomeration of 
beachfront resorts. 
that host.a variety of 
tourist attractions like 
casinos, bars and gulf 


clubs. yy) 


“Playa “Bonita: 


When: the adventurous gene kicks in, 
guests can drive 15 minutes to get into 
town. Puerto Pefascos famous Pla- 
ya Bonita is the public beach of choice 
where tourists and natives mingle. 
Surfers and paddle boarders shoot 
through the lukewarm water as families 
ride the waves in huge banana boats as 
their giggles and squeaks fill the air on 
the way to the water. 

Beachgoers can tan while enjoying a ripe 
mango or coconut that vendors prepare 
in front of them, seasoned with classics 
like chili power and lemon. Taste buds 
run wild with savory ceviche and fresh 
mariscos. Vendors also offer traditional 
carne asada tacos for those opposed to 
seafood. 
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six-week period for spring break, there 
is about a 9 percent increase in the over- 
all death toll of traffic fatalities, accord- 
ing to French. 

Kelsie Longerbeam, ‘a California State 
University, Long Beach sophomore po- 
litical science major is a representative 
for SWAT, a spring break event in Ha- 
vasu. She said that the event offers many 
opportunities for safe transportation. 
“Thank goodness SWAT provides bus 
transportation to and from Havasu, and 
shuttle access within Havasu and en- 
courages students to lock their keys in- 
side provided safes, Longerbeam said. 
“Or else I feel like there would be a lot 


® 
Villa -Alegria: 
For the more exclusive individuals who 
truly want to elope, the luxury beach- 
front home Villa Alegria offers posh 
amenities. 
Isolated by desert and beach sand, the 
almost island-like Villa Alegria pampers 
guests with an in-house maid and chef. 
The four room, five bathroom house 
includes a private pool, Jacuzzi, outdoor 
bar and grill and even comes equipped 
with it’s very own espresso maker. 
The sliding glass doors blur the lines 
between indoors and outdoors and let 
in the salty Pacific breeze. A strict, win- 
dows-in-every-room policy provides 
breathtaking views of the turquoise wa- 
ters. 
Guests unwind in the Jacuzzi as they sip 
on a glass of wine or sangria. They’ can 
blast the surround sound with no fear of 
having a noise complaint. 
Morning joggers can enjoy a four-mile 
stretch of private beach, while being ac- 
companied only by the gorgeous sunrise 
and restless waves. 
Three nights and four days in the exqui- 
site villa will cost a group of ten about 
$1,800. 


As of midnight on’ 


more accidents.” 


French and Gumus also noted in the 
study that there was a significantly 
higher number of traffic fatalities that 
involved out-of-state drivers than in- 
state drivers, and fatalities were much 
more common with drivers younger 


than 25. 


While there is an increase in traffic fa- 
talities during spring break , there was 
no statistically significant difference 


involving 


see CRASH, page 2 
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CEI 3Malecon: 


Party animals need not be wary; Puer- 
to Pefiasco also offers a street devoted 
to nightlife entertainment and bars. El 
Malecon is a mile-long beachfront street 
composed of a series of stores, bars and 
lounges. 

This street crowds with tourists and 
natives every spring break season. It’s 
converted into a big tailgate fest, with 
people blasting music from their cars. 
Traditional nortefio bands and maria- 
chis scatter the street, covering a variety 
of songs. 

Tourists can hop from one bar to anoth- 
er enjoying margaritas or Micheladas. 
Each bar has it’s own theme and music 
genre, ranging from Mexican rock to 
American Hip-Hop. Twenty-year-olds 
mix and mingle with forty-year-olds as 
they enjoy the discounted liquor. 
During the day, the street is converted 
into an artisan market where tourists 
can shop for ceramics, ponchos and 
souvenirs. Performers dress in authentic 
Aztec and Apache regalia to entertain 
the passersby as they sing in their native 
tongues. ‘ 

It's the Ying and Yang of Puerto Pefiasco. 


“For more Spring Break activities closer to home, see page 6 
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4,570 of 35,361 students 
their online ball 
run-off elections for ASI 


Spending Spring 
break on campus? 
These facilities 
will be open: 


University STUDENT UNION 
GENERAL Hours: 10 A.M. TO 2 P.M. 
Canby Corner: 10 A.M. To 2 P.M. 


STUDENT RECREATION AND WELLNESS 
CENTER 

Monpay - Fripay: 6 A.M. TO 9 P.M. 
SATURDAY: 7 A.M. TO 5 P.M. 
Sunpay 10 A.M. To 5 P.M. 


LIBRARY 
SATURDAY - THURSDAY: 8 A.M TO- 
9:30 p.m.; Fripay: 8 A.M TO 5 P.M. 


StTuDENT HEALTH SERVICES 
Monpay, TugspAy, THURSDAY AND 
Fripay: 8 A.M. TO 5. P.M. 
WEDNESDAY: 9 A.M. TO 5 P.M. 


BrotMAN HaALt 
Monpay - Fripay: 9 A.M. TO 5 P.M. 


LIBRARY 
SATURDAY - THURSDAY: 8 A.M TO 
9:30 p.m.; Fripay: 8 A.M TO 5 P.M. 


Campus POLICE 
Open 24 HOURS EVERY ‘DAY 
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ASI 
tables for 
transparency 


The senate also 
passed the resolution 
to recognize the 
Armenian Genocide 
on Wednesday. 


By MINDY LOCKHART 
Contributing Writer 


The Associated Students Inc. Sen- 
ate approved an amendment of the 
bylaws that requires senators to spend 
two hours per week sitting at a table 
on campus to meet and answer ques- 
tions of passing students. 

The senate is implementing this 
new policy in order to improve out- 
reach to their constituents. 

The two hours of tabling would 
increase the student outreach for the 
ASI senators who represent the stu- 
dent voice at California State Univer- 
sity, Long Beach. 

“It has been really effective to just 
have face-to-face time with the stu- 
dents,” ASI Sen. Joshua Wong said. 

He said that he has had first-hand 
experience with the helpfulness of 
this method. Wong and other ASI 
senators have held small meet and 
greets in order to increase in-person 
interaction. 

“We are really just trying to be pro- 
active and hear as many students and 
concerns that we can,” Wong said. 

ASI senators are only required to 
have 12 office hours per week, and the 
amendment to the bylaws would re- 
quire that two of those hours be spent 
outside of their office tabling. 

“We think that with our required 
time, spending it out there, engaging 
the students and trying to get that 
face-to-face time will be more effec- 
tive than just being in the ASI office,” 
Wong said. 

If the office hours are not held, then 
a senator would lose the compensa- 
tion he or she receives for carrying out 
duties as a senator. 

ASI Sen. Chris Myrter stressed the 
importance of the amendment during 
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drivers under the influence and no 
certain answer for the possible mech- 
anisms, according to the study. 

“My students tell me there is a pret- 
ty big concern and awareness for dan- 
gers of getting a DUI,” French said. 
“However, pretty much all of them are 
free to admit that they text and drive 
all of the time. They also eventually 
have to drive to get to places when 
they are fatigued, distracted and un- 
familiar with the areas.” 

According to the Virginia Tech 
Transportation Institute, people who 
text while driving are 23 times more 
likely to be in a car crash than non- 
distracted drivers. 

The study also found that during 
the spring break season, there was no 
increase in traffic fatalities in non- 
spring break counties in the same 
states as the spring break counties. 
This fact is “supporting a true spring 
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the first reading on March 11, saying 
that it would keep the senators more 
accountable to reach their constitu- 
ents and also help senators make 
more informed decisions. 


The ASI Senate also passed the 


resolution to recognize the Arme- 
nian Genocide after the second 
reading Wednesday. 

ASI Sen. Kelsey Reyes motioned 
to approve the resolution for the 
second and final reading. The ma- 
jority of resolutions that are passed 
in the ASI Senate are given three 
readings and not two. 

Anticipating having next week off 
due to spring break, Reyes said that 
she wanted to pass it on Wednesday 
so that it would not have to wait an- 

other two weeks. 

During last week’s senate meet- 
ing, two members. of the Armenian 
Student Association spoke about the 
importance of passing the resolution 
and the effects that the genocide has 
had on them and their family. 

“Having the two girls come in last 
week, I just thought it was very brave 
of them to come forward,” Reyes said. 
“Tt was very emotional and moving.” 

The resolution will implement the 
commemoration of the 100th anni- 


ob 


We are really just try- 
ing to be proactive 
and hear as many stu- 
dents and concerns 


that we can. qe 
-Joshua Wong, 
ASI senator 


versary of the Armenian Genocide on 
April 24 at CSULB.- April will also be 
a month for ASI and ASA to work 
together to educate students about 
the genocide. 

“T felt like it would be really: great to 
have students learn about [the Arme- 
nian Genocide],” Reyes said. 

The senate delayed the final reading 
of the resolution in support of non- 
discrimination association at CSULB 
because of scheduling issues between 
ASI senators and the Athletic depart- 
ment. 

Reyes said the delay in the final 
reading was due to having so many 
people involved and working around 
everyone's schedule. 

“I know that there are just so many 
of us, and we are all very busy and it is 
hard,” Reyes said. 


break effect,” according to the study. 

Ramberto Salcido, an officer for the 
California Highway Patrol, said he 
encourages spring breakers to use all 
of the precautions and services avail- 
able. 

“If you are going to drink, desig- 
nate a driver,” Salcido said. “Even if 
youre not, there are plenty of services 
[spring breakers] can use for safety...” 

French said a solution to suppress- 
ing the number of dangerous distract- 
ed drivers is for city agencies and trav- 
el companies to administer vouchers 
for ride sharing services, taxis and 
public transportation in spring break 
vacation packages. 

French said that these incentives 
to persuade spring breakers to ditch 
their cars and use safer transporta- 


tion could make a difference in saving: 


a life this spring break. 


Master of Science in 


Athletic Training 


Prepare for a Career in Athletic Training 


Azusa Pacific University’s Master of Science in Athletic Training, launching 
summer 2015, prepares students for successful completion of the national 


Board of Certification, Inc. (BOC) exam and for careers in athletic training. 
= Study under expert faculty-mentors who are active professionals. 


= Participate in clinical rotations in diverse professional settings such as 
high schools, colleges, professional sports teams, physician offices, 


and rehabilitative clinics. 
= Learn about this service profession from a Christ-centered perspective. 


= Complete the program in just two years. 


= Join a research team as a second-year student and gain firsthand experience 


conducting research to contribute to the athletic training profession. 


= Choose from a variety of work settings upon graduating, including 
high schools, colleges and universities, hospitals, clinics, professional 


. Sports teams, public safety, the military, and the performing arts. 


Space is limited. 
Apply today! 


Visit apu.edu/bas/exercisesport/msat & a 
AZUSA PACIFIC 


UNIVERSITY 
God First Since 1899 


or email jlivingston@apu.edu. 


901 E. Alosta Ave. * Azusa, CA 91702 
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News 


Discussing 
proteins that 
nature never 
made 


By SAMANTHA AVITIA 
Contributing Writer 


Guest speaker Professor David A. Tirrell 
introduced his subject matter with a series of 
props, including key chains and extension cords 
to appeal to audience members outside the School 
of Science. 

“T will be taking a Chemistry class this summer 
so I was hoping to get a little intro to help me 
out,” Ariel said. “Chemistry is really intimidating 
to me, so this event was helpful.” 

On Wednesday, the chemistry and biology de- 
partment hosted Tirrell at the Beach Auditorium 
to speak on organic and man-made proteins. 

Tirrell gave two speeches on campus, a general 
lecture titled Proteins that Nature Never Made as 
well as a Technical lecture titled Non-Canonical 
Amino Acids as Probes of Protein Synthesis in 
Complex Biological Systems. 

“He can show [students] what types of re- 


search exists today, what possibilities there are for - 


them if they want to pursue research careers,” Dr. 
Chris Brazier from the chemistry and biochemis- 
try department said. 

Tirrell teaches at the California Institute of 
Technology and graduated from Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology earning his B.S. in Chem- 
istry. He later went on to continue his education 
at the University of Massachusetts where he 
received his Ph.D. in 1978. 
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Philosophy major and freshman Glen Abalayan relaxes in a hammock on Wednesday in front of the University Student Union. 


Stop, hammock time! 


By ELEXIS DELEON-BRYAN 
Contributing Writer 


Thirty red hammocks gently swayed in the 
wind between the trees lining the North Lawn 
on Friendship walk for the Student Recre- 


pret e Nici DiabanBde re 


RELATIONS BAY 


ation and Wellness Center’s Project Chill on 
Wednesday afternoon. 

“I am definitely a victim of spring break 
fever, and this is a good treatment for the epi- 
demic,” junior biology and physiology major 
Alovina Collins said. 

The event is designed to promote other 


events, equipment rental and outdoor adven- 
ture tips, according to the SRWC website. 

“Pve been stressed working long hours,” 
Freshman philosophy major Glen Abalayan 
said. “[The hammock] is getting me in the 
mood for spring break.” 


DANIEL SUNKARI 
Contributing Writer 


hen the biggest rapper of 
our day dedicates his suc- 
cess to the conversation 


of black self-empowerment, it should 
not be ignored. 

Kendrick Lamar’s third stu- 
dio album, “To Pimp a Butterfly,” 
surfaced on the night of Mar. 15, a 
week prior to its scheduled release 
date. His powerfully poetic, elaborate 
discourse on black empowerment is 
uniquely special in a number of ways. 

His tirade begins with the album 
title itself, which references Harper 
Lee’s classic novel, “To Kill a Mock- 
ingbird,” in which a black man is un- 
justly tried in court. Lamar seeks to 
highlight the innocence of the black 
community — the butterfly - and 
their exploitation, or how they are 
“pimped out,” by cultural problems, 
record companies, racism and an 
overarching lack of self-worth. 

He points to a slave/master 
dynamic between record companies 
and artists. He explains the way con- 
sumerism and materialism captivate 
and harm the black community. He 
highlights problems in standards of 
black beauty and self-worth. In all 
these things, Lamar promotes a sense 
of unity and self-empowerment. 

Unlike the race-baiters and politi- 
cal activists of our day, Lamar draws 
upon a bigger picture to discuss race. 
Too much of our country’s recent 
dialogue on race relies on media- 
hype and emotional frenzy. Our 
news-providers beat an old drum 
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of racial tension, drawing up a false 
narrative of racism for political gain. 
Everyone is quick to blame, and real, 
effective solutions are lost in the 
chaos that ensues. 

When rappers that regularly 
promote violence and crime turn 
around and protest the recent events 
of Ferguson, Missouri, the picture is 
one of hypocrisy. Fortunately, Lamar 
recognizes and explains the irony of 
his own argument, and affirms the 
black community’s potential and 
power. Solely pointing the finger at 
today’s racism does no good, but the 


Kendrick Lamar’s 
newest album 
is dedicated to 


the conversation 
of black self- 
empowerment. 


change must come from within. 

He encourages black leadership 
and the influx of new ideas, while 
challenging underlying problems in 
language, social attitudes and mores 
- things your average rapper would 
likely never talk about. 

Truthfully, Kendrick Lamar is 
right: self-empowerment is the only 
solution for the problems affecting 
the black community. The state of the 
black family, black illiteracy rates, 
rates of black business—all these 
cultural problems and more have 
been painfully ignored, prolonging 


the problems. The solution to a nearly 


75 percent rate of federally-reported 
black illegitimacy is not in point- 
ing the finger at the white man—it 
requires a shift in cultural ideals. 
The solution to overwhelming rates 
of black-on-black crime is not solely 
in blaming the system—it requires a 
change in cultural patterns. 

To assume that the black com- 
munity is not capable, or powerful 
enough, to deal with these issues 
is demeaning. Sadly, many in our 
country today—especially within 
the black community—assume such 
a view, directly or indirectly. Their 
frustration is understandable and 
justified, but if it doesn’t lead any- 
where, it is of no use. 

And the simple fact that a rap- 
per recognizes and encourages the 
strength of the black community 
- instead of propagating an igno- 
rant lifestyle — is refreshing. Lamar 
deserves credit for wrestling with 
the topic of race from angles that are 
both personal and cultural. 

He ends the pristine body of work 
with a fake conversation with the 
late rapper Tupac Shakur - a rapper 
known for highlighting much of the 
same subject matter. After reciting 
parts of a poem after each song on 
the album, Lamar reveals that he 
recites the entire poem to Tupac. 

The final lines of it sum up his 
message well: ’ 

“Just because you wore a different 
gang color than mine’s 

Doesn’t mean I can’t respect you as 
a black man 

Forgetting all the pain and hurt we 
caused each other in these streets 

If I respect you, we unify and stop 
the enemy from killing us 

But I don’t know, I’m no mortal 
man, maybe I’m just another n*gga.” 


Se OPINIONS 
WHY PIMPING BUTTERFLIES IS IMPORTANT 


FACEBOOK 


Kendrick Lamar’s new album titled “To Pimp a Butterfly” was expected by 
Jans to be released on March 23, but Lamar surprised fans with an early 
March 16 release. 
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EYE CARE 
for STUDENTS 


EAP OPTOMETRY 


6541 E. SPRING ST. 


LONG BEACH, CA 90808 


562.496.3365 
EapOptometry.com 


Our office is located in the Stater Bros. Shopping Center (Spring St. 
& Palo Verde Ave.)*A value frame with single vision plastic lenses 
(sph 4, cyl 3). A valid current student 1D must be presented at the 
time of services. The offer cannot be combined with any other 
discounts or insurance, 


$99 SPECIAL 


INCLUDES: 


EYE EXAM + EYEGLASSES* 
OR 


EYE EXAM + 


1 PAIR OF DISPOSABLE CONTACT LENSES 


OR 


20% OFF EYE EXAM 
20% OFF EYEGLASSES 


20% OFF PRESCRIPTION SUNGLASSES 


Show Us Your Selfie 
Scavenger Hunt! 


Take a Selfie with any 
CSULB Staff member. 
Bonus Points if her 
name is Sherry! 


Come show us and we'll give you a prize! 
2139 Bellflower Blvd, Long Beach CA 90815 
562-494-1442 www.thevapedepot.com 
Get a 49er Discount With Your Student or Staff ID! 
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Teaching the past for successful futures 


eae 


ARMANDO VAZQUEZ-RAMOS 
Contributing Writer 


s one of the most prominent 
school districts in the nation 
and one of the top ranked in 
the world, it is time for the Long Beach 
Unified School District to bring ethnic 
studies into the curriculum. 
Earlier this month at the Long 
Beach My Brother’s Keeper Summit, 

. Thad the opportunity to personally 
deliver this proposal to LBUSD board 
Vice President Felton Williams and 
Mayor Robert Garcia. I email the same 
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surf through content right in 
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Armando Vazquez-Ramos is a professor in CSULB's 


Chicano and Latino Studies Department. ’ 


proposal to LBUSD Superintendent, 
Christopher Steinhauser. 

I wanted to start a dialogue with the 
LBUSD and all stakeholders concerned 
with an educational reform that is 
logical and direly needed given the de- 
mographics, diversity and prominence 
of our school district. 

I firmly believe that young people of 
color will greatly benefit from a strong 
sense of identity and social responsi- 
bility, which they will derive from a 
profound knowledge about their his- 
tory and culture. 

After El Rancho USD adopted the 
first local policy for such a requirement 
last summer, the California-Mexico 
Studies Center and California State 
University, Long Beach’s ethnic studies 
department hosted the first Campaign 


to Promote Ethnic Studies Summit on 
Oct. 18, 2014. 


It’s time to 
introduce 
ethnic studies 
into the LBUSD 
curriculum. 


One month later, the Los Angeles 
USD adopted a similar resolution, 
followed by the San Francisco USD 
in December and then recently by the 


DO YOU NEED 


BEAUTY 


_ SUPPLIES? 


Daiso Japan in California S “2012 Best of OC Weekly” Winner! & 


Montebello and Santa Ana districts as 
well. 

Given the prominence of LBUSD, 
our community should not stay 
behind. : 

With the much-touted Long Beach 
College Promise program — the col- 
laboration between LBUSD, Long 
Beach City College and CSULB - our 
community has a great opportunity to 
create a model ethnic studies program, 
which would wed our great educational 
institutions with community-based 
organizations and the City of Long 
Beach’s resources. : 

In addition, I'd like to propose that 
LBUSD form a contract with CSULB 
for college-credit courses offered to 
high school students based on the 
current model that we have created to 


@ Best Store for 


Stationery in LA, 2014 


1926 Lakewood Blvd., Long Beach, CA 90815 (Next to Ralphs) 
STORE HOURS: M-Sat: 10AM - 9PM, Sun: 10AM - 8PM 


Anaheim : 673 N. Euclid St. 
M-Sat: 10AM-9PM, Sun: 10AM-8PM. 
Arcadia : 1205 S. Baldwin Ave. 
M-Sat: 10AM-9PM, Sun: 10AM-8PM 


M-Sat: 10AM-9PM, Sun: 10AM-8PM 


M-Sat: 10AM-9PM, Sun: 10AM-8PM 


Hacienda Heights ; 17140 Colima Road, Suite A 


Huntington Beach: 16468 Beach Blvd., Westminster 


Monterey Park : 500N. Atlantic Blvd. #115 

M-Sat: 10AM-9PM, Sun: 10AM-8PM 

Monterey Park (Prado Center] : 2205 s, Atlantic Blvd. 
M-Sat: 10AM-9PM, Sun: 10AM-8PM 


Artesia : 17801 Pioneer Blvd. Unit C 
‘M-Sat: 10AM-9PM, Sun: 10AM-8PM 
Buena Park : 5131 Beach Blvd. #A 
M-Sat: 10AM-9PM, Sun: 10AM-8PM 
Chino Hills : 2971 Chino Ave. Unit B, 
M-Sat: 10AM-9PM, Sun: 10AM-8PM. 
Garden Grove : 12825 Harbor Blvd. 
M-Sat: 10AM-9PM, Sun: 10AM-8PM 
Gardena: 1360W. Artesia Blvd. 
M-Sat: 10AM-9PM, Sun: 10AM-8PM 


Irvine = 14280 Culver Dr. Suite A 

M-Sun: 10AM-9PM 

Lake Forest : 23608 El Toro Rd, Suite M2-B 
M-Sat: 10AM-9PM, Sun: 40AM-8PM 
Lakewood : 5428 Woodruff Ave. 

M-Sat: 10AM-9PM, Sun: 10AM-8PM 

LA K-Town : 621 S. Western Ave. #107 
M-Sat: 10AM-10PM, Sun: 10AM-9PM 

Little Tokyo : 333s, Alameda St. #114 
M-Sat: 10AM-9PM, Sun: 10AM-8PM 


Northridge : 19500 Plummer St. #135 
M-Sat: 10AM-9PM, Sun: 10AM-8PM 

Orange : 1423 E. Katella Ave. 

M-Sat: 10AM-9PM, Sun: 10AM-8PM 

San Gabriel : 140 W. Valley Blvd., Suite 180-B 
M-Sat: 10AM-9PM, Sun: 10AM-8PM 

Santa Ana : 33575. Bristol St. 

M-Sat: 10AM-9PM, Sun: 10AM-8PM 

Sawtelle : 2130 Sawtelle Bivd., #112 

M-Sat: 10AM-10PM, Sun: 10AM-9PM 


teach an Introduction to Chicano and 
Latino Studies course for 35 El Rancho 
high school students.on Saturdays, 
through the college of continuing and 
professional education. 

College-credit ethnic studies 
courses are critically important to mo- 
tivate young people to pursue higher 
education opportunities that are not 
currently in their minds. 

Assemblyman Luis Alejo has re- 
introduced his AB-1750 legislation 
for a state-mandated requirement, 
but there’s no guarantee that it will 
be passed, funded or signed by the 
governor. 

Thus, the Long Beach MBK local 
initiative could be the catalyst for the 
LBUSD to embrace this much-needed 
educational requirement. 


DO YOU NEED | 


KI 


NEI 


Stanton : 7061 Katella Ave. 

M-Sat: 10AM-9PM, Sun: 10AM-8PM 

Temple City : 5797 Rosemead Bivd. 

M-Sat: 10AM-9PM, Sun: 10AM-8PM 

Torrance : 3842 Sepulveda Blvd. 

M-Sat: 10AM-9PM, Sun: 10AM-8PM 

Torrance (Eastgate Plaza} : 21515 S. Western Ave., 
M-Sat: 10AM-9PM, Sun: 10AM-8PM 

Tustin : 526 E. First St. 

M-Sat: 10AM-9PM, Sun: 10AM-8PM 

West Hills (Fallbrook) : 6745 Fallbrook Ave. #916 
M-Sat: 10AM-9PM, Sun: 10AM-8PM 

Mira Mesa {San Diego) : 9420-8 Mira Mesa Blvd 
M-Sat: 10AM-9PM, Sun: 10AM-8PM 
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“Underrated leisure in 


So 


hen you've exhausted Netflix and are 
ready to retire the plaid pajamas, check out 
these staff picks and make the best of a So-Cal 
staycation. Grab your friends for a makeshift 
micro-road trip to these spots just 30-45 
minutes out of California State, University 
Long Beach’s backyard: 


JEsus AMBROSIO 
Radio Producer 


@Metro-go-round 


If you feel like being on the move without having to worry 
about actually driving, then public transportation is a great 
way to discover new places. Once aboard, the possibilities are 
endless—especially after dark. Drunkards, lovers and sleepy- 
heads alike inhabit the metro. Pay your fare, get off on random 

stations and wander around. You'll be surprised at what 

you can discover like premier music venues such as the 

Regent Theater or El Rey Theatre, or DIY spots like the 

appropriately titled locale, The Smell. La Cita Bar 
3 in downtown Los Angeles has groovy vibes and 
a sick patio. Always remember how to get 
back to the station you got off on. 
Don’t wander too far. It 


MICHAEL ARES 
“Photo Editor — 


The ‘ast Bookstore 


With two floors filled with old books, music records and art 
pieces, The Last Bookstore is definitely one of the must go to 
places in Downtown Los Angeles. A mere half-hour away 
from CSULB’s campus, the store is a place that appeals 


to those who love a nice touch of vintage wherever they a faa 
look. Located on the corner of Spring and Fifth St., 
it’s right in the heart of La La Land where more 
shops and unexplored nooks continue the. 
adventure. 


ARIANA SAWYER 
Opinions Editor 


Brazilian Bites 
- §urf Gity 


Gree D1Az 
Multimedia Manager 


“Brewery Tours 


= 


I 
I 
I 
: { 
Fresh, tropical agai straight from South America awaits 

the spring breaker at Brazilian Bites on Main Street in I 
Huntington Beach. Besides being just a few blocks from I 

one of Southern California’s most gorgeous beaches, Pau- 
lo Avila’s relatively new shop boasts savory Brazilian | 
pastries to satiate your hunger for something new, j 

drinks to quench the thirst you worked up from 
playing on the beach and a gorgeous local | 
surfer customer base to satisfy another 

craving all together. é I 
I 
I 


I 
I 
1 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
Beer is the nectar of the gods, making those that brew it the angels i 
among us. Spend some of your time off getting to know craftsmen 
that bring us craft brews. With over 40 breweries just a stones throw | 
away, take a peek behind the curtain and see what goes into what 
goes into you. Most breweries offer tours of their brew-mastery I 
including Long Beach’s own Timeless Pints. They encourage I 
you to taste everything on the menu in your journey for the 
perfect beer-mate. Feeling adventurous? LA Beer Hop or l 
La Craft Beer Tours will shuttle you around homes I 
of your favorite beers and be your better angels 
as you take a tour through the nation | 
of intoxication. i 
I 
1 
I 


PAIGE PELONIS 
Editor in Chief 


Second Street 


’ If in the end, your adventurous plans fall through and you 
wind up kickin’ it in Long Beach for the week of no obligations 
... hit Second Street. This daytime hub for shopping and sipping 
makes for a great midday crawl. The Public House, a relatively 
new spot, will start you off with a flight of four beers ranging 
from a green tea brew to a thick, chocolate stout. From there, take 
a left or a right and continue strolling along — you'll find the next 
stop in a matter of minutes. Second Street is not the typical 
college-student’s late-night stop; however, two night owls, 
Shannon and Joe, handle the bulk of any lingering crowd 
on a weekday after midnight. No matter what time of 
day, staying in Long Beach for the long-awaited 
break doesn’t have to mean you’ve settled. Grab 
a few beers, stop at Pandor Bakery for a 
mouth-watering treat and repeat 
... all day long. 


AMY PATTON ee 
News Editor . 


SMarina Vista “Park 


Nestled between the banks of Long Beach canals and upscale 
neighborhoods sits a quaint sun-dappled grass patch await- 
ing your ass. Where the outskirts of Marina Vista Park kiss 

the shoreline of Naples canals is the prime de la créme of 
picnic destinations in Long Beach. This grassy bramble 
is ideal for those who are city-bound for spring break. 
This little Eden hiding in the lurches of a concrete 
jungle feels like an oasis of leisure for those 
ready to unwind. Schlep off the bells and 
whistles, this-destination will make 
Thoreau jealous. 


Se 


<item | VERSIONS 


BROOKE BECHER 
Diversions Editor 


Huntington Beach 
Volleyball Gourts 


Every time I nail parallel parking on Palo Verde, it reminds 
me of abusing my alarm clock and racing the sun to the shore 
for some pick-up games at Huntington Beach’s volleyball 
courts. From beginners to pros, players on every level 
swarm the 20 or so nets on each side of the pier. Wheth- 
er youre a northerner or bring the smack down to the 
south side, bring your own leather, some sandals 
to map out court-corners and the scratched 
. Sublime and 311 mix buried between 

car seats. 


MaDIson D’ORNELLAS 
Assistant News Editor 


-- Nick’s Deli and 
Javatini's 


During spring break, the overwhelming craving for a decadent 
breakfast burrito complimented by insanely good coffee will 
become too much. This is when I head to Nick’s Deli and Java- 
tinis on the Seal Beach Pier. Located across the way from each 
other, Nick’s and Javatinis are my go-to breakfast destinations. 
Nick’s fills the belly with homemade, traditional Mexican 
breakfast and lunch favorites while Javatinis provides 
the head with invigorating fresh-ground coffee. If you 
swing by the Seal Beach Pier this Spring Break and 
don’t see me attacking a chorizo-smothered 
breakfast burrito.with latte in-hand, 
alert the media. 
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10. Announcements 


$$$ 
Paid research study at the University of 
Washington 


We are looking for men and women aged 18-25 Follow the 
old to i i : , ‘ ( rei : 
Les ce participate in a study on health D a j ly 49 er o n , 


Earn up to $75 in gift certificates of a 
select number of merchants. 
Visit: http://depts.washington.edu/uwstarr 


Summer Camp Counselor! 

SUMMER OF YOUR LIFE! 

CAMP WAYNE FOR GIRLS — Children’s 
summer camp, Pennsylvania 6/20-8/16. 

If you love children and want a caring, 

fun environment we need staff for the 
summer. Interviews on CSULB campus 2/19. 
215.944.3069 or apply at 


Email info@campwaynegirls.com oS e e YO U kK ‘a OW ti a eC 
35. Employment jee 


Ticket Writer-We are looking for ssa oaaee CI Y er 


individual with c cus tine rv service experience. ee a h 
$9/hr + commis 4 i 3 te Qs oe 
Apply pala via “des kto op c omputer (not tc iL j ie ke c 
available o mobile nes ice ) i 

a outube channel 
562-494:4698 4 
Email Info@circlemarinacarwash.com 


' Sales & Driver’s Helper. TWO Positions 
ance ; 
ie a growing party rental co: ee bs 

seeking people who have custom i d 
vice experience with the ability to ee F , : —s 

ie ae answer phones and plan events. ace oo j 

Wea a eeent iring part time driver's helper. aes eee 

You wall as ist in delivering and setting up 

event Sdupmene Training available. 


Email susieramirez60@gmail.com 


New business expand to China, Japan and 
Philippines. Leaders wanted here and abroad. 
Call 562-425-1989 

leave name/phone #/best time to call. 


YOUTUBE.COM/VIDEOD49ER 


eee repreneur Program - Be your own 
bos: 


insted. com/ebilane2 


| RATE PER DAY: 
| $2.00ine 1 day ae 
|$1.504ine 2-adays | Daily Cost 
| $1.0MViine §~- 20 days ‘Shea reacy it | 

|§ .0/ine 21 + days. ae 
|S 20/ine semester rate 
\__ Additional $1.00 charge for bold 


"Pra ARE FOR CONGECUTIVE RUNS, BREAKS IN RUNS WILL BE 
CHARGED AT THE GAILY RATE PRICE. 


Balance Due — | 


PRINT YOUR AD HERE. ONE CHARACTER OR SPACE PER BOX. 32 CHARACTERS PER LINE 
pee ALL CAPS, a7 CHARACT alia 


31. internat 
a2. English Titoring 


THURSDAY, MARCH 26, 2015 


SPORTSD49ER@GMAIL.COM - 


SOFTBALL 


SPORTS 


Bossy YAGAKE | DalLy 49ER 


Long Beach State infielder Lauren Lombardi swings at a pitch in Mayfair Park. Lombardi has 31 
hits in the season after 92 at bats. 


NEW CONTENDERS VIE FOR 
~ CONFERENCE CROWN 


A stacked conference stands in Long Beach State’s 
path to a second consecutive conference title. 


By JosH BARAJAS 
Contributing Writer 


UC Riverside and Cal State 
Northridge are just the newest 
contenders eager to remove the Long 
Beach State softball team’s grip of 
Big West glory. : 

A preseason coaches’ poll picked 
Long Beach State, Cal State Ful- 
lerton and Cal Poly as the Big West’s 
top teams. When asked in February, 
the 49ers saw the Titans (20-12) and 
the Mustangs (16-16) as the stron- 
gest challengers for their conference 
title. However, with non-conference 
play over, new players have entered 
the game. 

“Absolutely [the Big West is up 
for grabs],” head coach Kim Sowder 
said. “The [Rating Percentage Index] 
was released, and we’re much higher 
on the RPI throughout the confer- 
ence compared to last year, and 
probably the last four or five years.” 

Seven out of the eight teams in 
the conference appeared in the top 
100 teams on the index. Fullerton 
finished the highest among the Big 


BASEBALL 


West followed by CSU Northridge 
(25-9), UC Riverside (28-7) and. 
finally LBSU. 

UC Riverside, the biggest surprise 
in the Big West, is off to a historic 
start. The Highlanders, picked to 
finish last in the conference, have 
already surpassed their last season’s 
win-total of 23 wins, as well as their: 
all-time win-total of 25 wins. 

Junior right-hander Chelsea 
Ponce and sophomore infielder 
Haley Harris, the current Big West 
Players of the Week, lead UCR in 
most pitching and hitting catego- 
ries. The duo has the Highlanders 
riding an 11-game winning streak 
heading into conference play. 

CSU Northridge is the other 


- surprise. The Matadors earned an 


impressive 8-6 win against ranked 
Arizona State early in the season. 
CSUN also suffered two tough 
losses against ranked rivals Wash- 
ington, but judging by their RPI 
ranking, they succeeded in send- 
ing a message to the nation: The 
Matadors have one more test before 
starting conference play; they face 
No. 11.UCLA on Thursday. 
Fullerton and Cal Poly have 


dropped some games, but they’ve 
shared tough schedules similar to 
LBSU’s. Despite UC Riverside and 
CSUN’s emergence, senior outfield- 
er Leilani Tupua-Tautalatasi still 
believes Fullerton will be the team 
to beat once again. 

“Fullerton [will be our biggest 
rival],” Tupua-Tautalatasi said. “Just 
because they ve always been our 
rival, it’s always kind of a big game 
for us for some reason.” - 

The rest of the teams in the 
conference, Hawaii (19-14), UC 
Davis (11-14) and UC Santa Barbara 
(11-20), have been regular for the 
most part. Hawaii is hitting the long 
ball well, racking up 35 home runs ° 
to lead the Big West. 

The Gauchos have an outstanding 
hitter in junior infielder Arianna 
Palomares; she’s hitting for an aver- 
age of .422 with two home runs and 
20 runs batted in. 

Senior shortstop Shayna Kim- 
brough’s main concern is her own 
team. She said she avoids worrying 
about what other teams have or 
don’t have. 

“I can’t tell you [who the biggest 
rival will be],” Kimbrough said. 
“Everybody is good [in the Big 
West]. Everybody has a chance to 
beat anybody.” 


The 49ers will start league 
play against the Aggies on 
Saturday at 1 p.m. 


By JosH BARAJAS 
Contributing Writer 


Looking to put its inconsistencies 
in non-conference play behind, Long 
Beach State (LBSU) will take on UC 
Davis in a three-game series on Sat- 
urday and Sunday at the 49er Softball 
Complex. 

The 49ers (13-18) were onan . 
eight-game losing streak before win- 
ning their last three non-conference 
games. Head coach Kim Sowder said_ 
she was happy with the way her 
team closed out, but was also a bit 
disappointed with the missed op- 
portunities against big rivals. ° 

“We knew we had a tough sched- 
ule,” Sowder said. “But I think the 
part that ended up being tough is 
that we were in so many games and 
had great chances to win some big 
games.” 

LBSU lost a five-run lead in the 
seventh in an 8-7 extra-inning loss 
against No. 14 Auburn on March 5. 

A 2-1 defeat against No. 13 Arizona 
on March 7 came down to a pitcher’s 
duel, and they stuck around for six 
innings only to lose 12-3 against No. 2 
Oregon on March 8. 

Sowder’s team managed to snap its 
skid in a historic game against New 
Mexico State on March 14. Sopho- 
more right-hander Christina Cler- 
mont delivered a perfect game and 
junior infielder Darian Tautalafua hit 
her school record-breaking 31st home 
run in a 9-0 victory. : 

The 49ers followed up the remark- 
able performance with two wins 
against Weber State and Utah State 
the following day. They ended on 
somewhat of a high note before facing 
the Big West, starting with UC Davis 
(11-14). 

“I think with the rough start we 
had we just need to go back to the 
basics,” senior outfielder Leilani 
Tupua-Tautalatasi said. “Back to what 
Long Beach knows how to do.” 

The Aggies are off to a similar 
rough stretch in non-conference play. 
Davis lost its first four games of the 
season, with three of the losses com- 
ing against opponents from power 


Bossy YAGAKE | DaiLy 49ER 
Long Beach State pitcher Chris- 
tina Clermont has six wins and six 
losses this season. Clermont has 
an earned run average of 2.68 this 
season after pitching 88.2 innings. 


conferences. However, Sowder said it 
would be a mistake to underestimate 
anyone in the Big West. 

“[Davis] got a new coaching staff 
this year,” Sowder said. “They’re 
always a very competitive program. In 
[the Big West] you need to take it one 
game at a time. Any team Can beat 
any team in our conference.” 

Erin Thorpe, Davis’ first-year head 
coach, managed Boise State to three 
30-win seasons since 2011, and will 
look to make some noise early in the 
Big West. Junior infielder Christa 
Castello, a 2014 All Big West second- 
team selection, leads the Aggies in 
hitting with a .368 batting average. 

Senior infielder Shayna Kimbrough 
said LBSU will focus more on itself 
throughout the season. She said her 
team is confident heading into the 
weekend’s games. 

“T don’t really have thoughts on 
[UC Davis],” Kimbrough said. “[I 
have more thoughts] on our team. 
Basically, we just need to go out there 
and do what we love to do and work 
hard and we should be okay.” 

The 49ers host UC Davis ina 
three-game series at the 49er Softball 
Complex starting Saturday with a 
double header at 1 p.m. 


Boppy YaGAKE | DaiLy 49ER 


Long Beach State pitcher Chris Mathewson delivers a pitch 
against Cal State Fullerton in Blair Field on March 22. 


LBSU visits Gauchos 


A packed six-week stretch for the Dirtbags will begin 
with a series against a nationally ranked opponent. 


By Epp1ik RIVERA 
Contributing Writer 


The Long Beach State baseball team 


. will face its toughest road test of the sea- 


son when it heads to No. 16 UC Santa 
Barbara for a three-game series starting 
Friday night. _ 

LBSU (12-8) is 11-10 against the 
Gauchos (17-6) over the past seven sea- 
sons. However, it is just 1-3 on the road 
this season and 1-3 against ranked op- 
ponents. 

The Dirtbags will move away from the 
comfort of Blair Field, where they have an 
11-5 record. The Gauchos are also thriv- 
ing at home with an 11-4 mark. League 
games determine conference tournament 
seeding and which teams advance to the 
NCAA Regionals, one of the reasons the 
Dirtbags put.a greater emphasis on Big 
West matchups. 

“Every loss is worth two losses in con- 
ference,’ sophomore shortstop Garett 
Hampson said. “So the atmosphere is go- 
ing to amp up a little bit.” 

Hampson leads the team offensively 


with a .307 batting average and 23 hits. 
He is also 9-11 on stolen bases this sea- 


son. 

The bats have been quiet overall for 
the. Dirtbags. They are last in the confer- 
ence in hits and batting average, and head 
coach Troy Buckley said they need to be 
more consistent with attacking the ball. 

“We have to improve the quality of our 
at-bats and bunting game,” Buckley said. 

Pitching remains the focal point for 
the Dirtbags’ success so far. They have 
allowed the fewest hits in the conference 
and rank fifth in the nation in strikeouts 
per nine innings. 

Freshmen righty Chris Mathewson 
is making his presence known with two 
game winning pinch hits this season and 
a combined thrown no-hitter. He said it’s 
all about staying confident when you're up 
there on the mound or plate. 

“It’s exciting and fun,” Mathewson 
said. “I still have to keep working on 
pounding the zone and [keeping the ball] 
down.” 

The Gauchos are on a four-game win- 
ning streak and are coming off an impres- 
sive 18-4 win over Loyola Marymount 


University. Head coach Andrew Check- 
etts enters his fourth year as their head 
coach. 

They lead the Big West offensively with 
a .307 batting average and .397-on base 
percentage. Senior outfielder Cameron 
Newell and junior infielder Robby Ne- 
sovic are making the most noise for the 
Gauchos at the plate. 

Newell leads the team with 13 walks . 
and is second in hits with 33. Nesovic is 
posting a team best .400 batting average 
to go along with 34 hits and 23 RBI. 

“They got some power so it will be a 
good test for our arms,” Buckley said. 

The Gauchos are proving to be a bal- 
anced team with quality pitching to back 
up their hitting. They rank seventh in the - 
nation with-a 2.24 ERA and are second in 
the Big West in hits allowed. 

Junior righty Dillon Tate is their most 
impressive starting pitcher with a 1.69 
ERA and a 10.34 K average per game. Ju- 
nior lefty Domenic Mazza has been solid 
as well with a 1.78 ERA and 8.17 K average 
per game. 

The first pitch is set for 3 p.m. at Caesar 
Uyesaka stadium. 


